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MASS AND DEVOTIONS 

ST ANTHONY’S  MELTON SOUTH 29/5/2023-04/06/2023 ST BERNARD’S BACCHUS MARSH  29/05/2023-04/06/2023 

MASS TIMES:  

Monday 29/5                                                                      6.30pm 

Tuesday 30/5                                                                     9.30am  

Week 11 of the St Anthony’s Novena                             6.15pm  

Followed by Mass                                                              6.30pm                                                           

Wednesday 31 /5                                             7.30am  &  9.30am                      

Thursday 1/6                                                                     9.30am 

Friday  2/6                                                                         9.30am 

First Friday Devotions                                    7.30pm & Midnight 

First Saturday Devotions                                                  8.30am 

Rosary at 9.00am before 9.30am  morning masses  
 

Sunday Masses  
Saturday    3/6                                                                   5.00pm 

Sunday      4/6                                                 8.30am & 10.30am 

 

Confession is available and begins 30 minutes prior to each Mass and 
will cease 5 minutes before Mass commences.   
No Confession on Monday.           

MASS TIMES:  

Monday 29/5                                                                   No Mass 

Tuesday  30/5                                                         7.30am 
Holy Hour                                                                          6.30pm 

Wednesday 31/5                                                               9.30am   

Thursday  1/6                                                          7.30am 

Friday   2/6                                                                        7.30am 

Saturday  3/6                                                                    9.00am  

Sunday Masses 

Saturday  3/6                                                                    6.30pm               

Sunday    4/6                                                   8.30am & 10.30am 
 

(Rosary in the Chapel 10.00am on Sundays) 

Every Monday-Rosary and Adoration  7pm-8pm in the church. 

Confession is available and begins 30 minutes prior to each Mass and 
will cease 5 minutes before Mass commences. 

OUR LADY HELP OF CHRISTIANS  KOROBEIT 

MASS TIMES 

VIGIL                           3/6                                               5.00pm 

PARISHIONER’S FIRST COLLECTION/SECOND COLLECTION       
Parishioners who normally give cash each weekend for the collections,  if they wish to donate, are now able to go to the link below 
and make their payments online.  
The link to the St Anthony’s Parish is:  https://bit.ly/CDFpayMeltonSouth 
The link to the St Bernard’s Parish is:  https://bit.ly/CDFpayBacchusMarsh  
Please put your name and thanksgiving number if you know it as a reference.  Thank you. 

REFLECTION PENTECOST SUNDAY– Mary Fermio rsj 

We can fail to recognise the Holy Spirit in our lives, and even believe the Holy Spirit is not acting in today’s world in  

ordinary people like us – all that happened long ago.  
 

Many years ago I attended a Charismatic meeting, thinking it was just a series of talks. So I was quite unwilling when 

invited to be prayed for. While sitting, I felt intense heat in my feet, which were being held and in my back. That night  

I literally sang all night and for three days experienced a powerful feeling of joy. My prayer changed and deepened and 

words from Scripture and the Psalms stood out in bold colour. So I know the Holy Spirit will influence us and act in our 

lives, whether we are willing or not if we remain open.  The wind and fire were symbols of the presence of the Spirit and the 

Apostles found themselves empowered, stronger, no longer afraid to speak out, to remember what Jesus had told them 

and their lives completely changed, charged with joy.   
 

Each of you have that power of the Holy Spirit within you. Do not be afraid to ask the 

 Holy Spirit to change you, enlighten you, deepen your prayer and faith and give  

you the courage to speak of your faith.  Pray for the Holy Spirit to help you to be  

what God wants you to become.  

https://bit.ly/CDFpayMeltonSouth
https://bit.ly/CDFpayBacchusMarsh


PARISH & EVENTS NOTICES 

NEWS FROM THE PARISH OFFICES  

ST ANTHONY’S  

ST BERNARD’S 

2023 CATHOLIC MISSION CHURCH APPEAL-NEXT WEEKEND 

Next weekend we will  have a special collection for the 2023 Catholic Mission Church Appeal.  This year parishioners are 

invited to support families from disadvantaged background through programs like the Maria Auxiliadora Clinic run by the  

Salesian Sisters.  With an increase in demand for treatment and care the sisters need your support .   

Please give generously. Thank you. 

ST ANTHONY'S MASQUERADE  

40TH BIRTHDAY  DINNER DANCE 

Saturday 3rd June 2023 

Venue: Padua Hall   Time: 6.30pm   

Price: Adult $40    Child $20 (12 under)  

2 Course Meal 

DJ, Live Entertainment & Prizes  
 
 

CELEBRATE WITH US THE FEAST OF  

ST ANTHONY OF PADUA-FLYER 

Please collect a flyer from the foyer for a detailed listing of all 

masses and activities that have been planned for our celebration 

3-11 June. Please note Friday 9th June all ex-parishioners and 

long-term  parishioners are invited to attend the celebration of 

Mass followed by supper.   If you know anyone that this would 

include, please invite them along.   All Welcome! 
 

 

 

ST ANTHONY’S FEAST DAY CELEBRATIONS 

Sunday 11th June 2023 

Procession after the 8.30am mass, Chaplet of St Anthony of  

Padua, followed by the 10.30am Mass. 

After the 10.30am Mass we will have a day filled with fellowship, 

fun, international food fest, live music and games. 
 

 

PARISH GARDENER 
The Parish is looking for a volunteer to help upkeep the gardens 
around the Church. If you are interested, please contact Godwin 
on 0425 734 449. 

 

BINGO VOLUNTEERS NEEDED -URGENTLY 

St Anthony’s Bingo  needs volunteers to help pack up each  

Tuesday night after Bingo 9.50pm-10.15pm.  Your help would be 

greatly appreciated.  Please call Rose 0460 672 571. 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

We are hosting a fundraiser trivia night  in the parish hall on 

Saturday 22nd  July.   Get a team together  and join us for a 

night of fun and games.   Further details to be printed in the  

newsletter  in coming weeks. 

THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF OUR CHURCH AND FEAST OF ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA -ALL WELCOME 
Do you know that this year our Parish turns 40! How much have we grown over 4 decades. Surely many of you can attest to that.  
 

To celebrate our growth as a Parish, the Mission Team is organizing the combined celebration of the 40th Anniversary of  
St Anthony's Parish and St Anthony's Feast Day from 3 to 11 June 2023. There will also be a special Holy Mass on  
St. Anthony's Feast Day on 13 June 2023. See flyer for more details, please collect the flyer from the foyer.  
 

 

During the feast week, St. Anthony's bread will be blessed and distributed to parishioners after daily mass. Parishioners are  
welcomed to contribute St. Anthony's Bread in thanksgiving for blessings received through the intercession of St. Anthony.  
For those wishing to do so, please place your cash offerings in the box on the sanctuary.  
 

Please collect a flyer from the foyer for a detailed listing of all masses and activities that have been planned for our celebration  
3-11 June. ALL WELCOME 

The Harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few;  
Pray therefore (Rogate Ergo…) to the Lord of the Harvest 
that He may send Good workers into His vast vineyard.  
(Mt. 9:37-38). Prayer is the answer to the perennial  
problem of the lack of good evangelical workers.  
It is a command and not just a simple request or an  
invitation. The Church needs holy workers.  
She needs committed, faithful, and zealous ministers of the 
Gospel. But if we will not beg the Lord, we will never be 
blessed with Good and Holy Vocations.  
St. Hannibal Ma. Di Francia, the Patron of Vocations said; 
Vocations come from on High, if we do not pray, vocations 
will not come. Let us therefore implore the Master of the 
Harvest with this short prayer:  
 
Send, O Lord, Holy Apostles into Your Church! 



WORSHIP NEWS 

MINISTERS OF THE WORD–THIS WEEKEND 
6.30pm: Maureen Zahra 
8.30am Peter La Franchi 
10.30am: Dominic Van Der Linden 
 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS-THIS WEEKEND 

6.30pm: Mary Beaton 
 
MINISTERS OF THE WORD 3rd & 4th June 
6.30pm: Sonia Smith 
8.30am: Maggie Kratochvil 
10.30am: Samantha Butler 
 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  3rd June 
6.30pm: John Thorne 

 
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  
June:              Margaret Love 

ST BERNARD’S MINISTRIES 

ALL VOLUNTEERS IN OUR PARISH MUST HAVE A CURRENT VALID WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECK AND A CODE OF CONDUCT FORM SIGNED. 

ST ANTHONY’S MINISTRIES 

NEXT WEEKEND ROSTER:   3rd & 4th June 
Please present yourself to the Mass Coordinator  
15 minutes before the scheduled Mass time or a replacement 
will be found. Thank you. 
 

MINISTERS OF THE WORD 
5.00pm: Rebecca Comini 
8.30am: Mercy Seufatu 
10.30am: Anastasia Mavaega 
 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
5.00pm: Gavin Pereira 
8.30am: Ron Howard 
10.30am: Doris Bonello 
If you are unavailable for these dates please contact Lesley  
at the  Parish Office  Thank you 
 

 

MASS COORDINATORS 
5.00pm:  Coleen & Leonia 
8.30am:       Jun & Godwin 
10.30am:     Lillian & Godwin 

We pray for those whose death anniversaries occur at 

this time:  

Angela Aquilina, Raymond Borg,  

Emmanuel &  Jane De Brincat, Eugene Julien, Heather 

‘Rose’ Marslew, Romeo Miranda & Joseph Portelli. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Please pray for the Sick:   

David Bonello, Nickolia & Klara Butkovic, Maria Caruana, 

Mary Caruana, Christabelle, Lydia De Vega, Melanie Fue, 

Bruce Hynes, Kotinis Cornelia Kani, Judy Layton,  

Peter Manicaro, Lisa Melia, Damien Michael, Hazel Michael, 

Tony Michael, Veronica Michael,  Nickol,  Caleb O’Brien, 

John Osborne,  Anna Samy, Samantha Smith, Charlie Spiteri,  

Janko Stojanovic, Christina Tuigamala, Uatoa Tuigamala, 

Clint Abela Wadge, Wai Walsh and all those who have 

requested our  prayers. PLEASE LET US KNOW WHEN YOUR 

LOVED ONE IS NO LONGER REQUIRED ON THIS LIST. 

ST ANTHONY’S PASTORAL CARE  
 

We pray for those whose death anniversaries occur at 
this time:   

Denis (Jim) Barry, Merv Dillon, Stan Douglas,  

Francis Farrugia, Christine Hansen, Leo Ryan,  

Keith Selvidge, Elaine Wooller & James Younger.  
 

 

 

 
 

Please pray for the Sick:  
Patricia Allison,  Noah Barlow, Chaiel Balcombe,  
Michael Barrett, Peter Bennett, Carmel Berry, Steven Braszel, 
Tina Bower,  Fred Capuano, Gary Ching, Chris,   
Josephine Cilia,  Robyn Cola,  Ted Cooling,  
Lindsay & Kathleen Dally,  Judy Delahey,   
Theresa Dockter, Allison Evans,  Helen Evans,   
George Farrell , Justin Fernandez,  Pasquale Gagliarbi,   
Mario Galea, Cynthia Goodyear,  Gwen Green, Joe Gristi,  
Adam Hillier,  Leonie Kervin, Elle Hillman,  
 Kiahni Holamotutama, Alicia Holborn, Chaiel Jackson,   
Matthew Jansen, David Kasprzak,  Michael Larkin,   
Marie Maloney, Patricia Marechal, Brian Marshall,  
Debbie Marshall, Jordanis Mary Pauline McDonald,  
Ian McKechnie, , Marcus Meno,  Paul Mullin, Arthur Pape,  
Michael Paterson, Georgia Peacock, Mitchell Prendergast,  
Peter Roberts, Ken Shaw, Terry Sims,  Marian Smith,  

Elizabeth Stehmann, Colin Taffe,  Catherine Time, Susan 
Trist, Stephen Van Eede,     John Van Orsouw,   
Angela Vicum,  Louis Vogels, Barry Walsh,  
Cath Wheelahan, Jayne Wilkins, Patricia Yazbek,  

Betty Young and all those who have  requested our prayers.  

PLEASE LET US KNOW WHEN YOUR LOVED ONE IS NO  
LONGER REQUIRED ON THIS LIST. 

ST BERNARD’S PASTORAL CARE  

PRAYER FOR THE SICK 

Father we lift up all those who are facing illness. 

We ask that You bring healing, comfort and 

peace to their bodies.  Calm their fears and let 

them experience  the healing power of your 

love. Amen 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=clipart+of+stained+glass+windows&id=C6D69209C1E42748E7BEA936D82F0368A9966993&FORM=IQFRBA


ST ANTHONY’S  

WEEKEND VOLUNTEERS:  3rd & 4th June 

PIETY STALL VOLUNTEERS  

5.00pm Vigil:   Julie Sequiera 

8.30am:  Edwina La Rose 

10.30am:  Judy Van Hoos 
 

 

CHURCH FLOWERS 

June:            Gloria 
 

         

 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 

Welfare Number:  1800 305 330 
The Melton South Conference meet every 3rd Tuesday 
morning in the Meeting Room 10.30am. 
New members most welcome, training provided. 
Non perishable items within the use by date can be 
left in the ‘drop box’ in the Church foyer.  
We cannot accept re-packaged food.  

 
   

COMBINED CHURCHES CARING MELTON INC 
We're here to support City of Melton residents get ahead 
through access to our foodbank and other community 
programs. It's never just about the food or the budget 
help, it’s about recognising the beauty that is in the 
person and bringing it out so they can be their best. 
Address: 100 Coburn Road Melton South 9747 6811 

ST BERNARD’S 

WEEKEND VOLUNTEERS : 3rd & 4th June 
 

PIETY STALL VOLUNTEERS  
Saturday:            6.30pm        Margot Short 
Sunday:              8.30am         Carmel Shea 
         
                 

CHURCH FLOWERS 
June:                Natalia Klenkowski 

 

PRESBYTERY & CHURCH GROUNDS-MOWING 

June:               Colm Carragher & Ron Geurts 

      
ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY:  
Welfare number  1800 305 330.  
Bacchus Marsh Vinnies Store 164-190 Main Street is in 
urgent need of donations. All donations gratefully 
appreciated and can be dropped at the Store 7 days a 
week. Any enquiries please contact the Store Manager  
on 8199 4205 
 
THE NEIGHBOURS PLACE  

The Neighbours' Place is a Christian not-for-profit 
organisation whose aim is to serve people of the 
Moorabool Shire, west of Melbourne Australia, who are 
disadvantaged, at risk or temporarily unable to feed 
themselves or their family and who are in need of 
emergency food relief.  
 
NILS is a No Interest Loans Scheme for assistance of 
up $1500 for things like white goods, furniture and minor 
car repairs to keep life going. 
 
We are located at 77 Main Street, Bacchus Marsh 
Phone: 03 5367 6222  
Email: neighbourspl@iinet.net.au 
Hours of Operation: Monday, Wednesday and Friday  
9.30am-12.30pm. Closed on public holidays. 
 
SOUL FOOD 
Soul Food provides a free community meal each 
Wednesday (excluding school holidays), in the Uniting 
Church Hall, Gisborne Rd, Bacchus Marsh. Meals are 
served up at 12noon.  All are welcome and this is a free 
event.  No need to book, just come along.  
 
PARISH CENTRE BOOKING  
Tel: 5367 3427 Mon—Fri 9.00am to 6.00pm 
Hall Managers: Marie & Terry Casey  

SERVICE / COMMUNITY 

 

God, strengthen and sustain all those who 

volunteer in our Churches; that with patience and 

understanding they may love and care for your  

people; and grant that together they may  follow with 

Jesus Christ  offering to you their gifts 

and talents. 

     

 Amen 

ALL VOLUNTEERS IN OUR PARISH MUST HAVE A CURRENT VALID WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECK AND A CODE OF CONDUCT FORM SIGNED. 

https://www.neighboursplace.org.au/contact-us
mailto:neighbourspl@iinet.net.au


BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM– ST ANTHONY’S AND ST BERNARD’S 
Dear Parishioners, the Parishes of St Anthony’s and St Bernard’s have updated their 

Baptism Preparation Program.  

Baptisms will be held at St Anthony’s on the 1st & 3rd Saturdays of the month at 11.00am  

and Baptisms will be held at St Bernard’s on the 2nd & 4th Saturdays of the month at 11.00am. 

Please go to St Anthony of Padua Catholic Parish | Melton South click on ‘Faith Formation 'and then  

‘Baptism of Infants’ for all the information and the application form. 

Please contact the Parish Offices if you need any assistance.  Thank you. 
 
 

ADULT PREPARATION  Adult preparation for the Sacraments of Baptism, Reconciliation, Eucharist or Confirmation  

are through the R.C.I.A Program. Please see Fr Alex, Fr Wilford or Fr Lucas .       

ST ANTHONY’S AND ST BERNARD’S 

FAITH FORMATION 

PRAYER TO ST MICHAEL 

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, 

be our protection against the wickedness  

and snares of the Devil;  may God rebuke him,  

we humbly pray, and do thou,  O Prince of the 

heavenly host,  by the power of God, cast into hell Satan,  

and all the evil spirits, who prowl 

through the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen. 

NEO-CONSTANTINOPOLITAN CREED 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.      
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages.  
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;  
through him all things were made.   
For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
       [bow during the next line]  
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in  
accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.  
I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to 
come.           Amen 

FATIMA STATUE—ST ANTHONY’S   - 

These families are praying together for  the mission of the Parish: 

Group 1:  Uili & Lagi Maiava           0429 340 404          

Group 2:  Gordon  & Gladys Clarke              0402 021 435               

Group 3:  Anthony & Mary Saliba                  0418 358 090 
 

DIVINE MERCY NOVENA 

1st Sunday of the month 3pm.                                   

Lord, we ask you to continue 

to be with us as we 

` TAKE THE WAY OF THE GOSPEL’ 

together in prayer. 

May we open ourselves to you 

with a new depth of trust and conviction 

in your guiding hand, 

so that we may discern our journey 

with compassionate and humble hearts 

and come to know your Holy Spirit 

Moving within and amongst us,  

And so be transformed Amen. 

https://stanthonyofpadua.com.au/


 

 

SEQUENCE 
Holy Spirit, Lord of Light, 
From the clear celestial height 
Thy pure beaming radiance give. 
 

Come, thou Father of the poor, 
Come with treasures which endure 
Come, thou light of all that live! 
 

Thou, of all consolers best, 
Thou, the soul's delightful guest, 
Dost refreshing peace bestow 
 

Thou in toil art comfort sweet 
Pleasant coolness in the heat 
Solace in the midst of woe. 
 

Light immortal, light divine, 
Visit thou these hearts of thine, 
And our inmost being fill: 
 

If thou take thy grace away, 
Nothing pure in man will stay 
All his good is turned to ill. 
 

Heal our wounds, our strength renew 
On our dryness pour thy dew 
Wash the stains of guilt away: 
 

Bend the stubborn heart and will 
Melt the frozen, warm the chill 
Guide the steps that go astray. 
 

Thou, on us who evermore 
Thee confess and thee adore, 
With thy sevenfold gifts descend: 
 

Give us comfort when we die 
Give us life with thee on high 
Give us joys that never end. 

 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 
and kindle in them the fire of your love. 
Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL  John 20:19-23 (Year A) 
In the evening of the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the 
room where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and 
stood among them. He said to them, 'Peace be with you,' and showed 
them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled with joy when 
they saw the Lord, and he said to them again, 'Peace be with you. 
'As the Father sent me, 
so am I sending you.' 
After saying this he breathed on them and said: 
'Receive the Holy Spirit. 
For those whose sins you forgive, 
they are forgiven; 
for those whose sins you retain, they are retained.' 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON 
They were all filled with the Holy Spirit 

and spoke of the marvels of God, alleluia. 

NEXT WEEKEND ‘S READINGS –  
THE MOST HOLY TRINITY– YEAR A 
First Reading:     Ex 34:4-6,8-9 
Second Reading:     2 Cor 13:11-13 
Gospel:    Jn 3:16-18 

LITURGY OF THE WORD  

ENTRANCE PROCESSION 
The Spirit of the Lord has filled the whole world 
and that which contains all things 
understands what is said, alleluia. 
 

FIRST READING  Acts 2:1-11 
When Pentecost day came round, the apostles had all met in one 
room, when suddenly they heard what sounded like a powerful wind 
from heaven, the noise of which filled the entire house in which they 
were sitting; and something appeared to them that seemed like 
tongues of fire; these separated and came to rest on the head of each 
of them. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak 
foreign languages as the Spirit gave them the gift of speech. 
Now there were devout men living in Jerusalem from every nation 
under heaven, and at this sound they all assembled, each one bewil-
dered to hear these men speaking his own language. They were 
amazed and astonished. 'Surely' they said 'all these men speaking are 
Galileans? How does it happen that each of us hears them in his own 
native language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; people from Meso-
potamia, Judaea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pam-
phylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya round Cyrene; as well as visitors 
from Rome - Jews and proselytes alike - Cretans and Arabs; we hear 
them preaching in our own language about the marvels of God.' 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM :  103 
Commentator: Lord, send out your Spirit 
and renew the face of the earth. 
 

All: Lord, send out your Spirit 
and renew the face of the earth. 
 

Bless the Lord, my soul! 
Lord God, how great you are, 
How many are your works, O Lord! 
The earth is full of your riches.  
 

You take back your spirit, they die, 
returning to the dust from which they came. 
You send forth your spirit, they are created; 
and you renew the face of the earth.  
 

May the glory of the Lord last for ever! 
May the Lord rejoice in his works! 
May my thoughts be pleasing to him. 
I find my joy in the Lord.  
 

Lord, send out your Spirit 
and renew the face of the earth 
 
SECOND READING:  1 Corinthians 12:3-7, 12-13 (Year A) 
No one can say, 'Jesus is Lord' unless he is under the influence of the 
Holy Spirit. 
There is a variety of gifts but always the same Spirit; there are all sorts 
of service to be done, but always to the same Lord; working in all sorts 
of different ways in different people, it is the same God who is working 
in all of them. The particular way in which the Spirit is given to each 
person is for a good purpose. 
Just as a human body, though it is made up of many parts, is a single 
unit because all these parts, though many, make one body, so it is with 
Christ. In the one Spirit we were all baptised, Jews as well as Greeks, 
slaves as well as citizens, and one Spirit was given to us all to drink. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 



The Sacredness of Life 

and the Real Presence 
According to recent statistics, over one billion 

people use the internet. The internet has changed 

the way we live. People can shop online for any-

thing from books to baked goods. 

Technology that connects us also disconnects. 

We lose the human touch. Surrounded by things, 

we become lonely. We need a sense of personal 

presence. And the deepest longing that we have 

for personal presence is fulfilled in the Eucharist. 

The Eucharist as meal; the Eucharist as Sacrifice; 

the Eucharist as eschatological anticipation: all 

these dimensions of the Eucharist come together 

in the Real Presence. 

Theodore of Mopsuestia (350-428 AD) gives 

witness to the consistent faith of the Church in the 

Real Presence. He says: “The Lord did not say: 

This is a symbol of my body, and this is a symbol 

of my blood, but rather: This is my body and my 

blood. He teaches us not to look to the nature of 

what lies before us and is perceived by the 

senses, because the giving of thanks and the 

words spoken over it have changed it into flesh 

and blood” (Epistle to Magnus, 6). 

It is the reality of the Lord’s Presence that 

takes the Eucharist out of the category of mere 

symbolism and makes the Eucharist the Mystery 

of Divine Presence. Not only while Mass is 

celebrated and the Sacrifice is offered, not only 

when Holy Communion is received, but Christ 

remains with us in the Eucharist reserved in our 

churches. He is Emmanuel, that is, “God with us”. 

Day after day, Jesus builds up His Church by his 

Eucharistic presence. As St Paul teaches: 

“Because there is one bread, we who are many 

are one body, for we all partake of the one 

bread” (1 Corinthians 10:17). In the mystery of the 

Eucharist, Jesus draws us into the communion of 

divine life that is the Church. He prays at every 

Eucharist, as he prayed at the Last Supper: “Even 

as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they 

may also be in us, so that the world may believe 

that you have sent me” (John 17:21). He makes 

our life sacred with the Presence of God. 

It is especially in the Eucharist that we come 

face to face with the immeasurable treasure of 

divine love. Our communion with the Lord in the 

Eucharist through the reception of Holy 

Communion and through Adoration is the true 

source of the unselfish love that transforms our 

personal lives and society as well. 

In the Eucharist, Jesus fulfills the longing of 

every disciple first expressed by the two disciples 

on the road to Emmaus. “They pressed him to stay 

with them saying, ‘It is nearly evening, and the day 

is almost over’” (Luke 24:29). In the Eucharist, the 

Lord stays with us. Day and night the Lord is in our 

midst. He dwells with us, full of grace and truth. 

The worship of the Eucharist outside the 

Sacrifice of the Mass is closely linked to the 

celebration of the Eucharistic Sacrifice. It is not a 

devotion separated from the Sacrifice of the 

Mass, but a deepening of the very mystery of our 

redemption. In those parishes where there is 

regular adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament, 

parish life is enriched, families are drawn together 

and vocations increase. 

Because of the loss of the sense of the sacred 

in our world, we need to work at cultivating a lively 

awareness of Christ’s Real Presence. Every parish, 

every Catholic, should set time aside to worship 

and adore our Eucharistic Lord. This is why it is 

most expedient that the Blessed Sacrament be 

reserved in every parish in a place of 

prominence. The placing of the tabernacle in a 

place clearly visible to the faithful who enter the 

church already draws us into that communion of 

love that takes places in the celebration of Mass 

and continues in our daily life. The arrangement of 

our churches should reflect our belief that the 

Eucharist is Jesus Christ, Crucified and Risen! 

Likewise, our conduct should always reflect our 

faith. The reverence we show to the Blessed 

Sacrament by the positioning of the tabernacle in 

our churches, by our silence and prayer, and by 

the gesture of genuflection before the tabernacle 

lifts us beyond the profane into the awareness of 

the mystery of God among us. 

Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament is an 

authentic expression of faith in the Eucharist. It 

helps us recover the sense of the sacred in the 

liturgy and also in life. By adoring the Most 

Blessed Sacrament, we come to know not simply 

intellectually but experientially the meaning of 

Jesus’ final words in Matthew’s Gospel: “Behold, I 

am with you always, even until the end of 

time” (Matthew 28:20). 
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http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14571b.htm
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?id=5937
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?id=5937

