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Website: www.sameltonsth.catholic.edu.au
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Website: www.stbernardsbacchusmarsh.com.au
Facebook link:
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MASS AND DEVOTIONS

ST ANTHONY’S MELTON SOUTH  5/8/2024-11/8/2024 ST BERNARD’S BACCHUS MARSH  5/8/2024-11/8/2024
MASS TIMES: MASS TIMES:
Monday 5/8 6.30pm Monday 5/8 No Mass
Tuesday 6/8 9.30am & 7.00pm
First Tuesday of the month-blessing and Tuesday 6/8 7.30am
distribution of St Anthony’s bread- evening service Holy Hour 7.00pm

Wednesday  7/8 9.30am | | Wednesday 7/8 9.30am
Thursday 8/8 9.30am | | Thursday  8/8 7.30am
Friday 9/8 9.30am | | Friday 9/8 7.30am

Providence and Friends Anointing Mass 11.00am
Saturday 10/8  First Saturday 9.00am | | Saturday 10/8 9.00am
Rosary 9.00am prior to weekday masses & Sunday Mass

Saturday Vigil 10/8 5.00pm
Rosary 8.30am prior to Saturday mass Sunday 11/8 8.30am & 10.30am
Sundav Masses (Rosary in the Chapel 10.00am on Sundays)
SHncdy Masses Confession is available and begins 30 minutes prior to each
Saturday Vigil  10/8 5.00pm ¥ i ; fore M
Sunday 11/8 8.30am & 10.30am ass and will cease 5 minutes before Mass commences.
Confession is available and begins 30 minutes prior to each OUR LADY HELP OF CHRISTIANS KOROBEIT MASS TIMES
Mass and W.'” gease 5 minuites before Mass commences. Saturday Vigil 2nd & 3rd Saturdays of the month ~ 5.00pm
No Confession on Monday.

Saturday 10th & 17th August

PARISHIONER’S FIRST COLLECTION/SECOND COLLECTION

Parishioners who normally give cash each weekend for the collections, and wish to pay electronically are now able to go to
the link below and make their payments online

The link to the St Anthony’s Parish is: https:/bit.ly/CDFpayMeltonSouth

The link to the St Bernard’s Parish is: https://bit.ly/CDFpayBacchusMarsh

Please put your name and thanksgiving number if you know it as a reference. Thank you.

REFLECTION 18th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME-YEAR B - Sr Mary Fermio rsj
We experience many hungers in our life-time — bodily hunger, hunger for friendship, acceptance by others, company,

security, good health and hopefully, a deeper faith in God.

The people who followed Jesus must have felt a hunger of some kind — maybe for Jesus’ teaching, so different from the
Scribes and Pharisees; maybe for relieving their hunger for free food as Jesus accused them of. Jesus tried to open their
minds to the fact that God was going to give them the true bread that gives life to the world. When the people asked to be
given that bread always, Jesus replied “l am the bread of life, the one who comes to me will never be hungry”.

Imagine their confusion — bread was bread — how could anyone give their own body as food!

We can take the Eucharist for granted, forgetting the truth hidden in what seems a piece of bread. What are my thoughts
as | put out my hands to receive “the bread of life*? Do | do this automatically? Do | really and truly believe it is the

Body of Christ? Do | hunger for a deeper faith?

These Sundays are a good time to re-read the Gospel and reflect on this wondrous truth.
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PARISH & EVENTS NOTICES

NEWS FROM THE PARISH OFFICES

FAITH FORMATION

Sessions will begin 27t August every Tuesday at 7.15pm in the Mackillop meeting room at St Anthony’s church.
Everyone is encouraged to attend especially those who seek to deepen their faith or learn about the catholic faith or want to receive the
Sacraments of the Catholic Church and be baptised a Catholic. Please contact the parish office for enquiries.

TOGETHER WE CAN KEEP THE FAITH ALIVE - AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED (ACN)

Did you know that across the world tens of millions of Christian families are in exile following persecution because of their faith?

Aid to the Church in Need is a spiritual and pastoral charity which seeks to keep the flame of faith alive in those places where it is at risk
of extinction. An ACN speaker who will share with us about the work of Aid to the Church in Need and how we can help our suffering
and persecuted brothers and sisters, will speak at our weekend masses.

St Anthony’s 3rd & 4th August and St Bernard’s 10th & 11th August.

NATIONAL VOCATIONS AWARENESS WEEK

Vocations come from families, communities and parishes. Strong families and communities are the place where vocations are first
nurtured. In this National Vocations Awareness Week, let us pray for all families in our parish, and for those preparing for marriage.
Let us also pray that our parish community may always be welcoming and encouraging of vocations to marriage, priesthood and

consecrated life.

ST ANTHONY’S

ST BERNARD’S

ST ANTHONY’S COLLECTION BOX

We will be blessing and distributing St Anthony’s Bread on
the First Tuesday of each month during the evening service.
If you would like to help with the costs associated with this
you can contribute by putting your donation into the wooden
collection box on the right hand side of the wall next to the
St Anthony’s statue.

The box is labelled ‘St Anthony’s Bread.” Thank you.

BINGO

Bingo is held every Tuesday evening at 7.00pm, in the
Padua Hall. Bingo books can be purchased from 6.00pm.
We have a great canteen with delicious food available and
we have complimentary tea and coffee.

Come along and try you luck!

NO BINGO ON THE 6t AUGUST

PRINCIPAL -DAMIEN SCHUSTER -ST ANTHONY’S
PRIMARY SCHOOL
After more than 20 years’ service as Principal at St Anthony’s

Primary School, Damien Schuster is retiring from his role.
Next Sunday 11th August at the 10.30am mass we will
include a thanksgiving and farewell service for him.

Please join us after the service for morning tea, please bring
a plate to share. If you know of any past students or parents
that might like to attend, please let them know. Thank you.

PROVIDENCE MASS —ANOINTING MASS

Parishioners are invited to our monthly Providence and Friends
Mass on Friday 9th August at 11.00am . Please bring a plate for
morning/tea lunch. If transport is required, please let the Parish
Office know or call Margot Short 0419 507 438.

MORNING TEA

Morning tea will be held after the 8.30am and 10.30am Masses
on August 11th. All welcome!

ST. BERNARD'S FEAST DAY

Tuesday 20th August. Please come and celebrate our Parish
saint by attending either the 9.30am Mass or the 7.00pm Mass.
(Please note that there will be no adoration on this evening) We
will pray a novena to St. Bernard

leading up to the Feast Day.

PARISH CENTRE

All use of the Parish Centre must be authorised by either the
parish office or by contacting Marie Casey.

Mass coordinators will unlock & lock the Parish centre before &
after masses so that the toilets can be accessed. Thank you.

Mary MacKillop, St Mary of the Cross-Feast Day 8% August
God of compassion, God of all people, we praise you for
your servant, Mary MacKillop, who gave her life to serve
you in the poor and oppressed.

As she is honoured in our world, may we continue to learn
to share her vision.

Help us to recognise, as she did, that the poor of our time
will hear the gospel in the way we serve them.

Be with us as we strive to follow her and carry out our

mission of service and care. Amen
Mary MacKillop Prayers - Sisters of Saint Joseph of the Sacred Heart

(sosj.org.au)
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WORSHIP NEWS

ALL VOLUNTEERS IN OUR PARISH MUST HAVE A CURRENT VALID WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECK AND A CODE OF CONDUCT FORM SIGNED.

ST ANTHONY’S MINISTRIES

ST BERNARD’S MINISTRIES

NEXT WEEKEND ROSTER: 10th & 11th August

Please present yourself to the Mass Coordinator

15 minutes before the scheduled Mass time or a replacement
will be found. Thank you.

MINISTERS OF THE WORD

5.00pm: Aloysious Dacunha & Liza Fernandes
8.30am: Mercy Seufatu & Geoff Sutton
10.30am: Alexandra Gunaratnam & Rose Ma'ae
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS

5.00pm: Dolores Turcsan & Gavin Pereira
8.30am: Ron Howard & Elizabeth Underwood
10.30am:  Frank Carreon & Cita Carreon

If you are unavailable for these dates please contact Lesley
at the Parish Office Thank you

MASS COORDINATORS
5.00pm:  Annonika & Olen
8.30am: Lillian & Josephine

10.30am: Leonia & Godwin

NEXT WEEKEND ROSTER: 10th & 11th August

MINISTERS OF THE WORD
5.00pm: Vicki Benson

8.30am: Dominican Sisters
10.30am: Dominic van der Linden
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS
5.00pm: John Thorne

8.30am: Colm Carragher
10.30am:  Volunteer needed
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
August:  John Wilson

ST ANTHONY'’S PASTORAL CARE

ST BERNARD’S PASTORAL CARE

We pray for the recently deceased:

Victor Bezzina

We pray for those whose death anniversaries occur at
this time:

Ralph Cinel, Fr Jonathan, George Phelan, & Carmen Zarb.

Please pray for the Sick:

Bruce Amoa, Teresita Arrozal, Nickolia & Klara Butkovic,
Maria Caruana, Mary Caruana, Christabelle, Lydia De Vega,
Ann Eskdale, Melanie Fue, Bruce Hynes,

Kotinis Comelia Kani, Judy Layton, Faamu Leiataua,

Peter Manicaro, Damien Michael, Hazel Michael,

Tony Michael, Veronica Michael, Jan Mifsud, Nickol,

Caleb O'Brien, John Osborne, Anna Samy, Samantha Smith,
Sina, Saleri, Charlie Spiteri, Janko Stojanovic,

Uatoa Tuigamala, Clint Abela Wadge, Wai Walsh,

and all those who have requested our prayers. PLEASE LET
US KNOW WHEN YOUR LOVED ONE IS NO LONGER REQUIRED ON
THIS LIST.

PRAYER FOR THE SICK

Father we lift up all those who are facing iliness.
We ask that You bring healing, comfort and
peace to their bodies. Calm their fears and let
them experience the healing power of your love. =
Amen

We pray for those whose death anniversaries occur at
this time:

Brian Blood., Jack Dannatt, lan Dominguez, David Fava,
John McMahon, Kevin O'Brien, Sr Betty O'Donnell,
Audrey Peasley, & Mary Shea.

Please pray for the Sick:

Aubrey, Noah Barlow, Michael Barrett, Stephen Beaton,
Peter Bennett, Carmel Berry, Steven Braszel, Tina Bower,
Tracey Burn, Alex, Fred Capuano, Charlie, Gary Ching,
Josephine Cilia, Brendan Coburn, Robyn Cola, Ted Cooling,
Lindsay & Kathleen Dally, Judy Delahey, Allison Evans,
Helen Evans, Evelyn, George Farrell, Yvonne Feliciouz,
Justin Fernandez, Pasquale Gagliarbi,

Mario Galea, Cynthia Goodyear, Gwen Green, Joe Gristi,
Adam Hillier, Leonie Kervin, Elle Hillman,

Kiahni Holamotutama, Alicia Holborn, Matthew Jansen,
John & Frances, Joe, David Kasprzak, Michael Larkin,
Marie Maloney, Patricia Marechal, Brian Marshall,

Debbie Marshall, Jordanis Mary Pauline McDonald,

lan McKechnie, Marcus Meno, Paul Mullin, Joanne Mumford
June Murray, Nancy Pace, Arthur Pape, Michael Paterson,
Georgia Peacock, Mitchell Prendergast, Peter Roberts,

Ken Shaw, Terry Sims, Marian Smith, Elizabeth Stehmann,
Colin Taffe, Catherine Time, Susan Trist, Stephen Van Eede,
John Van Orsouw, Angela Vicum, Louis Vogels, Barry
Walsh, Jayne Wilkins, Nathan Witmore, Patricia Yazbek, &
Betty Young and all those who have

requested our prayers.

PLEASE LET US KNOW WHEN YOUR LOVED ONE IS NO LONGER
REQUIRED ON THIS LIST.
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SERVICE /| COMMUNITY

ALL VOLUNTEERS IN OUR PARISH MUST HAVE A CURRENT VALID WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECK AND A CODE OF CONDUCT FORM SIGNED.

ST ANTHONY’S ST BERNARD'S
WEEKEND VOLUNTEERS: 10th & 11th August WEEKEND VOLUNTEERS : 10th & 11th August
PIETY STALL VOLUNTEERS PIETY STALL VOLUNTEERS

5.00pm Vigil: Liza Chdid Saturday: 5.00pm:. Jan & Colm

8.30am: Pat Chiles Sunday: 8.30am: Jan Earmelo .
10.30am: Geetha Vincent 10.30am: Natalia Klenkowski
CHURCH FLOWERS CHURCH FLOWERS

August: Rosabella August: Tup Shea

CUPPA VOLUNTEERS

To be advised

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY

Welfare Number: 1800 305 330

The Melton South Conference meet every 1st Tuesday
of the month in the Mackillop Room 10.30am.

New members most welcome, training provided.

Non perishable items within the use by date can be
left in the ‘drop box’ in the Church foyer.

We cannot accept re-packaged food.

COMBINED CHURCHES CARING MELTON INC
We're here to support City of Melton residents get ahead
through access to our foodbank and other community
programs. It's never just about the food or the budget
help, it's about recognising the beauty that is in the
person and bringing it out so they can be their best.

100 Coburn’s Road Melton South 9747 6811

The Harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few;

Pray therefore (Rogate Ergo...) to the Lord of the
Harvest that He may send Good workers into His vast
vineyard. (Mt. 9:37-38).

Prayer is the answer to the perennial §
problem of the lack of good evangelical workers.

It is a command and not just a simple request or an
invitation. The Church needs holy workers.

She needs committed, faithful, and zealous ministers of

the Gospel. But if we will not beg the Lord, we will never
be blessed with Good and Holy Vocations.

St. Hannibal Ma. Di Francia, the Patron of Vocations
said; Vocations come from on High, if we do not pray,
vocations will not come. Let us therefore implore the
Master of the Harvest with this short prayer:

Send, O Lord, Holy Apostles into Your Church!

PRESBYTERY & CHURCH GROUNDS-MOWING
Colm Carragher, Ron Geurts and Michael Love.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY:

Welfare number 1800 305 330.

Bacchus Marsh Vinnies Store 164-190 Main Street is in
urgent need of donations. All donations gratefully
appreciated and can be dropped at the Store 7 days a
week. Any enquiries please contact the Store Manager
on 8199 4205

THE NEIGHBOURS PLACE

The Neighbours' Place is a Christian not-for-profit
organisation whose aim is to serve people of the
Moorabool Shire, west of Melbourne Australia, who are
disadvantaged, at risk or temporarily unable to feed
themselves or their family and who are in need of
emergency food relief.

NILS is a No Interest Loans Scheme for assistance of
up $2000 for things like white goods, furniture and minor
car repairs to keep life going.

We are located at 77 Main Street, Bacchus Marsh
Phone: 03 5367 6222

Email: neighbourspl@iinet.net.au

Hours of Operation: Monday, Wednesday and Friday
9.30am-12.30pm. Closed on public holidays.

SOUL FOOD

Soul Food provides a free community meal each
Wednesday (excluding school holidays), in the Uniting
Church Hall, Gisborne Rd, Bacchus Marsh. Meals are
served up at 12noon. All are welcome and this is a free
event. No need to book, just come along.

PARISH CENTRE BOOKING
Tel: 5367 3427 Mon—Fri 9.00am to 6.00pm
Hall Managers: Marie & Terry Casey

All use of the Parish Centre must be authorised by either the
parish office or by contacting Marie Casey.

Mass coordinators will unlock & lock the Parish centre before
& after masses so that the toilets can be accessed.
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FAITH FORMATION

ST ANTHONY’S AND ST BERNARD’S

BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM- ST ANTHONY’S AND ST BERNARD’S
Baptisms will be held at St Anthony’s on the 1st & 3rd Saturdays of the month at 11.00am @

and Baptisms will be held at St Bernard’s on the 2nd & 4th Saturdays of the month at 11.00am.
Please go to St Anthony of Padua Catholic Parish | Melton South click on ‘Faith Formation 'and then

‘Baptism of Infants’ for all the information and the application form.
Please note that there are no baptisms at St Bernard’s Church on Saturday 10th August 2024
Please contact the Parish Offices if you need any assistance. Thank you.

ADULT PREPARATION Adult preparation for the Sacraments of Baptism, Reconciliation, Eucharist or Confirmation
are through the R.C.I.A Program. Please see Fr Alex, Fr Wilford, Fr Lucas or Naim Chdid .

FATIMA STATUE—ST ANTHONY’S PRAYER TO ST MICHAEL [

These families are praying together for the mission of the Parish: St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, “M \ N

Group 1:  Paul & Sonia Zarb 0477 813 272 be our protection against the wickedness W /

Group 2:  Gavin & Alison Pereira 0419178 970 and snares of the Devil: may God rebuke him, |

Group 3:  Rohini Selvanayagam 0425 868 967 we humbly pray, and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly host,
A by the power of God, cast into hell Satan,

DIVINE MERCY NOVENA i ﬁ ‘; and all the evil spirits, who prow

1st Sunday of the month 3pm. é.“,%f«\‘f‘\,; through the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

NEO-CONSTANTINOPOLITAN CREED
| believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.
| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
[bow during the next line]
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in
accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son
is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
| believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
| confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins and | look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to
come. Amen

Lord, we ask you to continue

to be with us as we

" TAKE THE WAY OF THE GOSPEL’
together in prayer.

May we open ourselves to you

with a new depth of trust and conviction
in your guiding hand,

so that we may discern our journey
with compassionate and humble hearts
and come to know your Holy Spirit
Moving within and amongst us,

And so be transformed Amen.
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LITURGY OF THE WORD

ENTRANCE PROCESSION

O God, come to my assistance;
O Lord, make haste to help me!
You are my rescuer, my help;
O Lord, do not delay.

FIRST READING Exodus 16:2-4, 12-15

The whole community of the sons of Israel began to complain
against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness and said to them,
'Why did we not die at the Lord's hand in the land of Egypt, when
we were able to sit down to pans of meat and could eat bread to
our heart's content! As it is, you have brought us to this
wilderness to starve this whole company to death!'

Then the Lord said to Moses, 'Now | will rain down bread for you
from the heavens. Each day the people are to go out and gather
the day's portion; | propose to test them in this way to see
whether they will follow my law or not.'

'l have heard the complaints of the sons of Israel. Say this to
them, "Between the two evenings you shall eat meat, and in the
morning you shall have bread to your heart's content. Then you
will learn that I, the Lord, am your God." And so it came about:
quails flew up in the evening, and they covered the camp; in the
morning there was a coating of dew all round the camp. When
the coating of dew lifted, there on the surface of the desert was a
thing delicate, powdery, as fine as hoarfrost on the ground.
When they saw this, the sons of Israel said to one another,
'What is that?' not knowing what it was. 'That' said Moses to them
'is the bread the Lord gives you to eat.'

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 77
Commentator: The Lord gave them bread from heaven.

All: The Lord gave them bread from heaven.

The things we have heard and understood,
the things our fathers have told us,

we will tell to the next generation:

the glories of the Lord and his might.

He commanded the clouds above
and opened the gates of heaven.

He rained down manna for their food,
and gave them bread from heaven.

Mere men ate the bread of angels.

He sent them abundance of food.

He brought them to his holy land,

to the mountain which his right hand had won.

The Lord gave them bread from heaven.

NEXT WEEKEND’S READINGS
19th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
FIRST READING: 1Kg 19:4-8
SECOND READING: Eph 4:30-5:2
GOSPEL: Jn 6:41-51

SECOND READING Ephesians 4:17, 20-24

| want to urge you in the name of the Lord, not to go on
living the aimless kind of life that pagans live. Now that is
hardly the way you have learnt from Christ, unless you
failed to hear him properly when you were taught what the
truth is in Jesus. You must give up your old way of life; you
must put aside your old self, which gets corrupted by
following illusory desires. Your mind must be renewed by a
spiritual revolution so that you can put on the new self that
has been created in God's way, in the goodness and
holiness of the truth.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

No one lives on bread alone,

but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL John 6:24-35

When the people saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there,
they got into boats and crossed to Capernaum to look for Jesus. When
they found him on the other side, they said to him, 'Rabbi, when did
you come here?"' Jesus answered:

' tell you most solemnly,

you are not looking for me

because you have seen the signs

but because you had all the bread you wanted to eat.
Do not work for food that cannot last,

but work for food that endures to eternal life,

the kind of food the Son of Man is offering you,

for on him the Father, God himself, has set his seal."

Then they said to him, "What must we do if we are to do the works that
God wants?' Jesus gave them this answer, 'This is working for God:
you must believe in the one he has sent.' So they said, 'What sign will
you give to show us that we should believe in you? What work will you
do? Our fathers had manna to eat in the desert; as scripture says: He
gave them bread from heaven to eat.'

Jesus answered:

' tell you solemnly,

it was not Moses who gave you bread from heaven,
it is my Father who gives you the bread from heaven,
the true bread;

for the bread of God

is that which comes down from heaven

and gives life to the world.'

'Sir,' they said 'give us that bread always.' Jesus answered:

'l am the bread of life.
He who comes to me will never be hungry;
he who believes in me will never thirst.'

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
You have given us, O Lord, bread from heaven,
endowed with all delights and sweetness in every taste.




The Blessed Virgin Mary 12

The Annunciation (2

“Full of grace.” The first encomium which St
John gives us of the glory of the “Word made
flesh” is that he was “full of grace and truth”.

God forbid that we should say that Mary
was full of grace in the same manner as her
Son; for he is the very source and origin of it,
“from whose fullness all” the saints, Mary not
excepted, “have received” whatever degree

they possess of grace and sanctity.

St Luke assures us also that St Stephen
was full of grace and the Holy Spirit, but it
was a fullness in regard to a less capacity,
and in relation to a lower function. Moreover,
to St Stephen and other saints who have
received large portions of heavenly grace, we
may say, in those other words of the angel,
“You have found favour with God”: but those
very favours, though very great in them-
selves, were not to be compared with that
which from all eternity was reserved for

Mary.

God made the saints the object of his
gratuitous election, and he qualified them
with his graces to be the messengers of his
Son, the preachers and withesses of his
Gospel; but Mary was his choice, and was
furnished with his graces to bear the most
illustrious, the most exalted title of honour
that heaven could bestow on a pure creature,
to conceive of her proper substance the
divine Word made man.

If, then, the grace of God so raises a
person in worth and merit that there is not
any prince on earth who deserves to be
compared with a soul that is dignified with
the lowest degree of sanctifying grace; what
shall we say or think of Mary, in whom the
fullness of grace was only a preparation to
her maternity? What shall we think of
ourselves, (but in an opposite light,) who
wilfully expose this greatest of all treasures
on so many occasions to be lost, whereas we
ought wilfully to forego and renounce all the
advantages and pleasures of this world,
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rather than hazard the loss of the least
degree of it, and be most fervent in our
supplications to God for the gaining, preserv-
ing, and increasing so great a treasure:
forasmuch as it is a pledge of God’s love, a
participation of his Spirit, and a title to the
possession of his heavenly kingdom.

But who can be surprised at those
inestimable treasures which God, on this
occasion, with so liberal a hand, bestows on
Mary, if he considers the purport of the
following words of the angel: “The Lord is
with thee”. He is with her in a manner more
intimate, more perfect, and more divine than
he ever was or will be with any other
creature.

He is with her, not only by his essence, by
his presence, by his power; for he is thus with
all his creatures: He is with her, not only by
his “actual” grace touching her heart and
enlightening her understanding; he is thus
many times with the sinner: He is with her,
not only with his sanctifying grace, making
her agreeable in his sight, and placing her in
the number of his children; he is present in
this manner with all the just: He is with her,
not only by a special protection guiding her in
his ways, and leading her securely to the
term of salvation; this he does for the elect:
but he is also with her by a substantial and
corporeal presence, residing personally and
really in her.

In her, and of her substance, is this day
formed his adorable body; in her he reposes
for nine months, with his whole divinity and
humanity. It is in this ineffable manner that
he is with Mary, and with none but Mary.

O glorious Virgin, thrice happy Mother,
from this source and ocean of all grace what
heavenly blessings in so long a space of time
must have flowed upon you! And what
honours must be due to one so nearly allied

to our great Creator!

What intercession so prevalent as that of
the “Mother of divine grace!”

To be continued



