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Moira Ross 0400 675 056
Aaron Russell - Chair 0401 927 502
Ex-OFFIclo:

Fr Fabian Smith PP, Fr Lucas Kyaw Myint and Fr Samuel Kapani

SAFEGUARDING COMMITTEE OFFICERS

Coordinator/Officer: Godwin Barton (0425 734 449) Officers: St Anthony’s - Lorraine Tellis 0437 658 423 & Geetha Vincent 0478 112 996
St Bernard’s - Margaret Love (0437 247 779) Evana Miesen & Ron Geurts

Items for the newsletter must be submitted by Wednesday 1.00pm. Please email judyparishnews@gmail.com or call 0414 007 009



https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fstbernardsbacchusmarsh&data=05%7C01%7CBacchusMarsh%40cam.org.au%7C5599a328070143c3274b08da598e58ec%7C48ee20c7c8ea423c8b28f19801e34193%7C0%7C0%7C637920765308041391%7CUnknown%7

MASS AND DEVOTIONS

ST ANTHONY’S MELTON SOUTH 12/9/2022-18/9/2022 ST BERNARD’S BACCHUS MARSH 12/9/2022-18/9/2022
MASS TIMES: MASS TIMES:
Monday 12/9 6.30pm Monday 12/9 No Mass
Tuesday 13/9 9.30am & 6.30pm | | Tuesday 13/9 7.30am
Wednesday 14/9 7.30am & 9.30am | | Holy Hour 7.30pm
Thursday 15/9 9.30am | |Wednesday 14/9 9.30am
Friday 16/9 7.30am & 9.30am | | Thursday 15/9 7.30am

Friday 16/9 9.30am

Saturday17/9 9.00am
Rosary 9.00am before 9.30am weekday Mass.

Sunday Masses

ﬁ §é Saturday 17/9 5.00pm

Saturday 17/9 5.00pm
Sunday 18/9 8.30am, 10.30am & 5.00pm

Confession available 30 minutes prior to each Mass.

Confession available 30 minutes prior to each Mass.
No Confession on Monday. OUR LADY HELP OF CHRISTIANS KOROBEIT

VIGIL MASS 1719 6.30pm

If you need a Priest in the case of a genuine emergency please call 0403 435 471

PARISHIONER’S FIRST COLLECTION/SECOND COLLECTION
Parishioners who normally give cash each weekend for the collections, if they wish to donate, are now able to go to the link below
and make their payments online.
The link to the St Anthony’s Parish is: https://bit.ly/CDFpayMeltonSouth
The link to the St Bernard's Parish is: https:/bit.ly/CDFpayBacchusMarsh
Please put your name and thanksgiving number if you know it as a reference.

REFLECTION 24™ SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME—Mary Fermio rsj

Loss can come to us in many ways. We can lose something, someone may leave the family unit, someone dies or a child gets lost in
a crowded place. But the joy of finding or returning is an emotion which reveals our love. Recall scenes from the airport after the
lockdown!

In three parables, Jesus tells a story of loss as a teaching point for the Scribes and Pharisees, who were very fussy about who they
associated and ate with - the loss of a valuable sheep or coin, and the loss of a son to a wasteful life. In each parable there is joy in
finding what was lost. But the most extraordinary welcome is by the Father, who unconditionally greets the son with open arms,
restores his dignity as son and calls for a party. The son probably came home because he was hungry! But does the father care?
He is home, that is all that matters. The only blot on this happy occasion is the attitude of the older son, who does not seem to share
his father’s joy, but focuses on his own hard work as a son.

Jesus wants to teach us, that however we have sinned, we are welcome home
to the Eucharistic table. God rejoices at our return, and we also should rejoice

and be ready to share the table with whoever is invited to eat with us.
Am | willing or, like the Pharisees or the older son, feel | deserve more for being “the good child?”
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PARISH & EVENTS NOTICES

| NEWS FROM THE PARISH OFFICES I

THINKING OF BECOMING CATHOLIC? Looking for love? Needing hope? Seeking God's love? Find peace, hope and love through
the Catholic Faith. Call our Catechist Naim Chdid to learn more 0437 004 790. Classes begin at 7.00pm at St Anthony’s Church of
Padua, 67-75 Exford Road, Melton South (Age 16+) This week’s Topic is: ‘Creation and fall’ The God that is love created so we
can ultimately be with his love. We were made to be with God.

MARCH FOR THE BABIES 2022

Please keep this date free — 8th October and come to show your support for the unborn. Join us for the 2022 March for the

Babies. We'll be gathering in Treasury Gardens at 12:30pm and walking to Parliament House at 1:00pm. Come and help us celebrate
life, EVERY life, great or small, born or unborn. Show your Support: Wear Pink and/or Blue.

SAFEGUARDING SUNDAY

The Parishes of St Anthony’s and St Bernard's and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of
children, young people and people at risk in our community. Mindful of the theme for National Child Protection Week, may we work
together to ensure all people feel safe and supported.

You can find out more about the Church’s work in this area at: www.catholic.org.au/safeguardingsunday

FREE NEW CLOTHING

Through the kind courtesy of a fellow parishioner, various distributors have contributed NEW Clothing for the purpose of FREE
distribution amongst our community. Their only request for the items of clothing: NOT FOR SALE OR MAILED (OVERSEAS)

- Please comply. Come along — preferably with bags — and fill them with your find .

DATE: Saturday 17/09/2022 (After 5pm Mass) Sunday 18/09/2022 (After 8:30am Mass and 10:30am Mass)
VENUE: PADUA HALL - St Anthony’s Parish, Melton South. Donated spare plastic bags — much appreciated — Thank you

FOSTERING MENTAL HEALTH THROUGH FAITH!-by Dr Benjamin Arulanandhu

These sessions are intended to strengthen our knowledge about mental health, and how to improve
mental health outcomes through faith. Who should attend? All are welcome and is not limited to those
with mental health concerns. These sessions are intended to journey together in Faith.

YOU CAN JOIN THESE SESSIONS AT ANY TIME. Every Wednesday until 5th October

in St Anthony’s Meeting room 6:00pm to 8:00pm .

Scan QR Code to register

ST ANTHONY’S ST BERNARD’S

FATHER’S DAY RAFFLE MORNING TEA

Our Father's 'Day raffle raiged $1535.00 all money raised will go Please join us for morning tea this weekend morning tea
towards funding the extension of the Padua Hall. will be held after both 8:30am and 10:30am Masses.

Our lucky winners are: All are welcome.

1st Prize Deo Tan

2nd Prize Helena PRINCIPAL APPOINTED-ST BERNARD’S PRIMARY SCHOOL
3rd Prize Eddie Massa Sr Mary Sarah Galbraith has been appointed as the new

4th Prize Naim Chdid , Principal of St Bernard’s Bacchus Marsh.

Congratulations to all our winners and a big thank you to our Sr Mary Sarah will commence as Principal at the beginning of
Social Committee for organising another successful fundraiser. Term 4, 2022 and looks forward to joining the St Bernard's
THANKSGIVING ENVELOPE WORKING BEE school ’community.

A Thanksgiving envelope working bee will be held on Wednesday

14th September after the 9.30am Mass, your assistance would be FRESH FLOWER ROSTER VOLUNTEERS

greatly appreciated. —
ST ANTHONY’S PARISH CORPORATE DINNER Dear Parishioners, | .
As flower expenditure has increased in the past year, we

Venue: Tabcorp Park, 2 Ferris Rd, Melton 3337

Date: 22nd October 2022 are in need of more volunteers to provide flowers &
Time: 6pm till late greenery from their gardens, and to freshen up the
Dress Code: Black Tie arrangements in the church each week. It is a monthly
Adult: $100 perhead  Child: $50.00 (12 years and under) commitment, once or twice a year.

RSVP: 1st October 2022 Would you consider joining the team of volunteers who
Contacts: Julie S 0402182 458 & Ana T 0406 503 363 assist with this? If so, please contact the parish

LIVE BAND-FUN FOR ALL-GROUP ENTERTAINMENT office. Thank you.

YOUR SUPPORT IS MUCH APPRECIATED AND WILL
GO TOWARDS FUNDING THE EXTENSION OF PADUA HALL




WORSHIP NEWS

ALL VOLUNTEERS IN OUR PARISH MUST HAVE A CURRENT VALID WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECK AND A CODE OF CONDUCT FORM SIGNED.

ST ANTHONY’S MINISTRIES

ST BERNARD’S MINISTRIES

NEXT WEEKEND ROSTER: 17th & 18th September

Please present yourself to the Mass Coordinator

15 minutes before the scheduled Mass time or a replacement
will be found. Thank you.

MINISTERS OF THE WORD

5.00pm Vigil: Liza Fernandes
8.30am: John Brewis
10.30am: Annonica Mavaega
5.00pm: Dolores Turcsan
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS
5.00pm Vigil: Ron Howard
8.30am: Lois Brewis
10.30am: Doris Bonello
5.00pm Not rostered

If you are unavailable for these dates please contact Lesley
at the Parish Office Thank you

MASS COORDINATORS

5.00pm: Coleen & Godwin
8.30am: Julie & Lillian
10.30am: Godwin & Leonia
5.00pm: Deepa & Annonika

MINISTERS OF THE WORD : THIS WEEKEND

5.00pm: Evana Miesen
8.30am: Nathan Costin
10.30am:  Samantha Butler

MINISTERS OF THE WORD: 17th & 18th September

5.00pm: Maureen Zahra

8.30am: Maggie Kratochvil
10.30am:  Charlotte Lindorff
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

September: SrMary Fermio

ST BERNARD’S PASTORAL CARE

ST ANTHONY’S PASTORAL CARE

We pray for the recently deceased: Paul Nowak

We pray for those whose death anniversaries occur at
this time:

A.N Antony, Sam Bonello, James Cabreros, Edith Carag,
Mark Chiles, David Consiglio, Emanaul DeBrincat,

Joe DeBrincat, Dorothy Davis, Cyril D'Silva, Richard D’Souza,
Helen Mary Hurtis, Mavis McBain, Genoveffa Micallef

& Rita Pereira

Please pray for the Sick:

Hazel Michael, Nickolia & Klara Butkovic, Maria Caruana, Mary
Caruana, Christabelle, Lydia De Vega, Melanie Fue, Bruce Hynes,
Kotinis Cornelia Kani,Judy Layton, Peter Manicaro, Reg Marslen,
Lisa Melia, Damien Michael, Tony Michael, Veronica Michael,
Nickol, Caleb O’Brien, John Osborne, Catherine Roberts, Peter
Roberts, Pat Roberts, Samantha Smith, Charlie Spiteri,

Janko Stojanovic, Christina Tuigamala, Uatoa Tuigamala, Clint
Abela Wadge, Wai Walsh and all those who have requested our
prayers. PLEASE LET US KNOW WHEN YOUR LOVED ONE IS NO LONGER
REQUIRED ON THIS LIST

PRAYER FOR THE SICK

Father we lift up all those who are facing iliness.
We ask that You bring healing, comfort and
peace to their bodies. Calm their fears and let
them experience the healing power of your
love. Amen

We pray for the recently deceased:
Ellen Greenan

We pray for those whose death anniversaries occur at
this time:

Nellie Hosemans, Elaine Jamison, Hannah McGeady &
Michael Williams.

Please pray for the Sick:
Patricia Allison, Noah Barlow, Chaiel Balcombe,

Michael Barrett, Peter Bennett, Steven Braszel, Tina Bower,
Fred Capuano, Gary Ching, Chris, Josephine Cilia,

Robyn Cola, Ted Cooling, Lindsay & Kathleen Dally,

Judy Delahey, Theresa Dockter, Allison Evans,

Helen Evans, George Farrell ,Justin Fernandez,

Pasquale Gagliarbi, Mario Galea, Cynthia Goodyear,

Gwen Green, Joe Gristi, Adam Hillier, Leonie Kervin,

Elle Hillman, Kiahni Holamotutama, Alicia Holborn,

Chaiel Jackson, Matthew Jansen, David Kasprzak,

Michael Larkin, Marie Maloney, Patricia Marechal,

Brian Marshall, Debbie Marshall, Jordanis Mary Pauline
McDonald, lan McKechnie, Marcus Meno, Paul Mullin ,
Arthur Pape, Michael Paterson, Georgia Peacock,

Mitchell Prendergast, Peter Roberts, Ken Shaw, Terry Sims,
Marian Smith, Elizabeth Stehmann, Colin Taffe,
Catherine Time, Susan Trist, Stephen Van Eede,

John Van Orsouw, Angela Vicum, Louis Vogels,
Barry Walsh, Cath Wheelahan, Jayne Wilkins,

Patricia Yazbek, Betty Young and all those who have

requested our prayers.

PLEASE LET US KNOW WHEN YOUR LOVED ONE IS NO
LONGER REQUIRED ON THIS LIST
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SERVICE /| COMMUNITY

ALL VOLUNTEERS IN OUR PARISH MUST HAVE A CURRENT VALID WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECK AND A CODE OF CONDUCT FORM SIGNED.

ST ANTHONY’S ST BERNARD’S

WEEKEND VOLUNTEERS: 17th & 18th September WEEKEND VOLUNTEERS : 17th & 18th September
PIETY STALL VOLUNTEERS

PIETY STALL VOLUNTEER

. _— oLt . S Saturday:  5.00pm Carmel Shea

5.00pm Vigil: Julie Sequiera Sunday: 8.30am  Margot Short

8.30am: Mercy Seufatu 10.30am Natalia Klenkowski

10.30am: Gilles Maitre CHURCH FLOWERS
September: Frances McDaid

CUPPA VOLUNTEERS 24th September

5.00pm Vigil: Cristal D'Souza & Marion Muller
8.30am: Ineke Allen & Mary Saliba
10.30am: Bonello family & Gerard Anderson
CHURCH FLOWERS

September:

Ana Taunuu ﬁ ;

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY

Welfare Number: 1800 305 330

The Melton South Conference meet every 3rd Tuesday
morning in the Meeting Room 10.30am.

New members most welcome, training provided.

Non perishable items within the use by date can be
left in the ‘drop box’ in the Church foyer.

We cannot accept re-packaged food.

COMBINED CHURCHES CARING MELTON INC
We're here to support City of Melton residents get ahead
through access to our foodbank and other community
programs. It's never just about the food or the budget
help, it's about recognising the beauty that is in the
person and bringing it out so they can be their best.
Address: 100 Coburn Road Melton South 9747 6811

God, strengthen and sustain all those who
volunteer in our Churches; that with
patience and understanding they may love
and care for your people; and grant that
together they may follow with

Jesus Christ offering to you their §
gifts and talents.

PRESBYTERY & CHURCH GROUNDS-

MOWING
September: Colm Carragher & Ron Geurts
ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY:

Welfare Number is 1800 305 330.

The Vinnies Store is now located at Shop 19, The
Village, 164-190 Main Street Bacchus Marsh

The store is open 7 days a week. If you are able to
volunteer and would like some more information, please
contact the Store Manager on 8199 4205.

THE NEIGHBOURS PLACE

The Neighbours' Place is a Christian not-for-profit
organisation whose aim is to serve people of the
Moorabool Shire, west of Melbourne Australia, who are
disadvantaged, at risk or temporarily unable to feed
themselves or their family and who are in need of
emergency food relief.

NILS is a No Interest Loans Scheme for assistance of
up $1500 for things like white goods, furniture and minor
car repairs to keep life going.

We are located at 77 Main Street, Bacchus Marsh
Phone: 03 5367 6222

Email: neighbourspl@iinet.net.au

Hours of Operation: Monday, Wednesday and Friday
9.30am-12.30pm. Closed on public holidays.

SOUL FOOD

Soul Food provides a free community meal each
Wednesday (excluding school holidays), in the Uniting
Church Hall, Gisborne Rd, Bacchus Marsh. Meals are
served up at 12noon. All are welcome and this is a free
event. No need to book, just come along.

PARISH CENTRE BOOKING
Tel: 5367 3427 Mon—Fri 9.00am to 6.00pm
Hall Managers: Marie & Terry Casey
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FAITH FORMATION

ST ANTHONY’S AND ST BERNARD’S

BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM- ST ANTHONY’S AND ST BERNARD’S
Dear Parishioners

Keeping in line with the Archbishop’s vision for Mission, the Parishes of St Anthony’s and St Bernard’s

have put together a new Baptism Preparation Program, for any parents who wish to have their child Baptised.

Preparations for Baptisms will take place on Saturdays alternating between both Parishes.

A welcome Mass must be attended prior to the Baptism. Baptisms will be held on

Saturday mornings at 11.00am. Parents must attend two sessions. @
Sessions will run from 12..00pm-4.00pm. Godparents must attend the 2nd session. 1
Bookings must be made to attend these sessions. Please visit our website for a detailed

description of the new program. Contact the Parish Office to book your Preparation and Baptism.

ADULT PREPARATION Adult preparation for the Sacraments of Baptism, Reconciliation, Eucharist or Confirmation are through
the R.C.I.A Program. Please see Fr Fabian, Fr Samuel or Fr Lucas .

FATIMA STATUE—ST ANTHONY’S PRAYER TO ST MICHAEL

These families are praying together for the mission of the Parish: St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle,

Group 1: Paul & Sonia Zarb 0477 813 272 be our protection against the wickedness

Group 2: Tunya & Jason Sant 0422 178 260 and snares of the Devil; may God rebuke him,

Group 3: Indika & Magala Silva 0410 677 692 we humbly pray, and do thou, O Prince of the

DIVINE MERCY NOVENA i&“ﬁ”} heavenly hos’F, by .the power of God, cast into hell Satan,
s YR and all the evil spirits, who prowl

1st Sunday of the Month-3.00pm é%f‘fgj?"; through the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

NEO-CONSTANTINOPOLITAN CREED
| believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.
| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
[bow during the next line]
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in
accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son
is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
| believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
| confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins and | look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to
come. Amen

Lord, we ask you to continue
to be with us as we
" TAKE THE WAY OF THE GOSPEL’
together in prayer.

May we open ourselves to you
with a new depth of trust and conviction
in your guiding hand,
so that we may discern our journey
with compassionate and humble hearts
and come to know your Holy Spirit
Moving within and amongst us,
And so be transformed Amen.




LITURGY OF THE WORD

ENTRANCE PROCESSION

Give peace, O Lord, to those who wait for you,
that your prophets be found true.

Hear the prayers of your servant,

and of your people Israel.

FIRST READING Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14

The Lord spoke to Moses, 'Go down now, because your people whom
you brought out of Egypt have apostatised. They have been quick to
leave the way | marked out for them; they have made themselves a
calf of molten metal and have worshipped it and offered it sacrifice.
"Here is your God, Israel," they have cried "who brought you up from
the land of Egypt!" The Lord said to Moses, 'l can see how head-
strong these people are! Leave me, now, my wrath shall blaze out
against them and devour them; of you, however, | will make a great
nation.'

But Moses pleaded with the Lord his God. 'Lord," he said, 'why should
your wrath blaze out against this people of yours whom you brought
out of the land of Egypt with arm outstretched and mighty hand?
Remember Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, your servants to whom by
your own self you swore and made this promise: | will make your
offspring as many as the stars of heaven, and all this land which |
promised | will give to your descendants, and it shall be their heritage
for ever.' So the Lord relented and did not bring on his people the
disaster he had threatened.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: 50
Commentator: | will rise and go to my father.

All: | will rise and go to my father.

Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness.
In your compassion blot out my offence.

O wash me more and more from my guilt
and cleanse me from my sin.

A pure heart create for me, O God,

put a steadfast spirit within me.

Do not cast me away from your presence,
nor deprive me of your holy spirit.

O Lord, open my lips

and my mouth shall declare your praise.
My sacrifice, a contrite spirit;

a humbled, contrite heart you will not spurn.

| will rise and go to my father.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to himself;

and the Good News of reconciliation he has entrusted to us.
Alleluia!

NEXT WEEKEND'’S READINGS-
25th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

First Reading: Amos 8:4-7;
Second Reading: 1 Tim 2:1-8;
Gospel: Lk 16:1-13

GOSPEL Luke 15:1-32

The tax collectors and the sinners were all seeking the company of
Jesus to hear what he had to say, and the Pharisees and the scribes
complained. 'This man' they said 'welcomes sinners and eats with
them.' So he spoke this parable to them:

'What man among you with a hundred sheep, losing one, would not
leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the missing one fill
he found it? And when he found it, would he not joyfully take it on his
shoulders and then, when he got home, call together his friends and
neighbours? "Rejoice with me," he would say "l have found my sheep
that was lost." In the same way, | tell you, there will be more rejoicing
in heaven over one repentant sinner than over ninety-nine virtuous
men who have no need of repentance.

'Or again, what woman with ten drachmas would not, if she lost one,
light a lamp and sweep out the house and search thoroughly ill she
found it? And then, when she had found it, call together her friends
and neighbours? "Rejoice with me," she would say "I have found the
drachma | lost." In the same way, | tell you, there is rejoicing among
the angels of God over one repentant sinner.'

He also said, 'A man had two sons. The younger said to his father,
"Father, let me have the share of the estate that would come to me."
So the father divided the property between them. A few days later, the
younger son got together everything he had and left for a distant
country where he squandered his money on a life of debauchery.
'When he had spent it all, that country experienced a severe famine,
and now he began to feel the pinch, so he hired himself out to one of
the local inhabitants who put him on his farm to feed the pigs. And he
would willingly have filled his belly with the husks the pigs were eating
but no one offered him anything. Then he came to his senses and
said, "How many of my father's paid servants have more food than
they want, and here am | dying of hunger! | will leave this place and
go to my father and say: Father, | have sinned against heaven and
against you; | no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as
one of your paid servants." So he left the place and went back to his
father.

"While he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was moved
with pity. He ran to the boy, clasped him in his arms and kissed him
tenderly. Then his son said, "Father, | have sinned against heaven
and against you. | no longer deserve to be called your son." But the
father said to his servants, "Quick! Bring out the best robe and put it
on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the calf
we have been fattening, and kill it; we are going to have a feast, a
celebration, because this son of mine was dead and has come back to
life; he was lost and is found." And they began to celebrate.

'Now the elder son was out in the fields, and on his way back, as he
drew near the house, he could hear music and dancing. Calling one of
the servants he asked what it was all about. "Your brother has come"
replied the servant, "and your father has killed the calf we had fat-
tened because he has got him back safe and sound." He was angry
then and refused to go in, and his father came out to plead with him;
but he answered his father, "Look, all these years | have slaved for
you and never once disobeyed your orders, yet you never offered me
so much as a kid for me to celebrate with my friends. But, for this son
of yours, when he comes back after swallowing up your property - he
and his women - you kill the calf we had been fattening."

'The father said, "My son, you are with me always and all | have is
yours. But it was only right we should celebrate and rejoice, because
your brother here was dead and has come to life; he was lost and is
found."

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
How precious is your mercy, O God!
The children of men seek shelter in the shadow of your wings.




The Crusades V

The Real History of the Crusades

Misconceptions about the Crusades are all too
common. The Crusades are generally portrayed as
a series of holy wars against Islam led by power-
mad popes and fought by religious fanatics. They
are supposed to have been the epitome of self-
righteousness and intolerance, a black stain on the
Catholic Church and Western civilisation in general.

A breed of proto-imperialists, the Crusaders
introduced Western aggression to the peaceful
Middle East and then deformed the enlightened
Muslim culture, leaving it in ruins.

So, what is the truth about the Crusades?
Scholars are still working that out. But much can
already by said with certainty. For starters, the
Crusades to the East were in every way defensive
wars. They were a direct response to Muslim
aggression — an attempt to turn back or defend
against Muslim conquests of Christian lands.

Christians in the 11th century were not paranoid
fanatics. Muslims really were gunning for them.
While Muslims can be peaceful, Islam was born in
war and grew the same way. From the time of
Mohammed, the means of Muslim expansion was
always the sword.

Islam divides the world into two spheres: the
Abode of Islam and the Abode of War. Christianity
— and, for that matter, any other non-Muslim
religion — has no abode. Christians and Jews can be
tolerated within a Muslim state under Muslim rule.
But, in traditional Islam, Christian and Jewish states
must be destroyed and their lands conquered.

It the time that Mohammed was waging war
against Mecca in the seventh century, Christianity
was the dominant religion of power and wealth. As
the faith of the Roman Empire, it spanned the
entire Mediterranean, including the Middle East,
where it was born. The Christian world, therefore,
was a prime target for the earliest caliphs, and it
would remain so for Muslim leaders for the next
thousand years.

With enormous energy, the warriors of Islam
struck out against the Christians shortly after
Mohammed’s death. They were extremely success-
ful. Palestine, Syria, and Egypt — once the most
heavily Christian areas in the world — quickly
succumbed.

By the eighth century, Muslim armies had
conquered all of Christian North Africa and Spain.
In the 11th century, the Seljuk Turks conquered
Asia Minor (modern Turkey), which had been
Christian since the time of St Paul. The old Roman
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Empire, known to modern historians as the Byzan-
tine Empire, was reduced to little more than
Greece. In desperation, the Emperor in Constanti-
nople sent word to the Christians of Western
Europe asking them to aid their brothers and
sisters in the East.

That is what gave birth to the Crusades. They
were not the brainchild of an ambitious pope or
rapacious knights but a response to more than four
centuries of conquests in which Muslims had
already captured two-thirds of the old Christian
world. At some point, Christianity as a faith and a
culture had to defend itself or be subsumed by
Islam. The Crusades were that defence.

At the Council of Clermont in 1095, Pope Urban
Il called upon the knights of Christendom to push
back the conquests of Islam. The response was
tremendous. Many thousands of warriors took the
vow of the cross and prepared for war.

Why did they do it? The answer to that question
has been badly misunderstood. In the wake of the
18th-century Enlightenment, it was usual to assert
that Crusaders were merely lacklands and ne’er-do-
wells who took advantage of an opportunity to rob
and pillage in a faraway land.

The Crusaders’ expressed sentiments of piety,
self-sacrifice and love for God were not to be taken
seriously. They were only a front for darker designs.

During the past two decades, however,
computer-assisted charter studies have demolished
that contrivance. Scholars have discovered that
crusading knights were generally wealthy men with
plenty of their own land in Europe. Nevertheless,
they willingly gave up everything to undertake the
holy mission.

Crusading was not cheap. Even wealthy lords
could easily impoverish themselves and their
families by joining a Crusade. They did so not
because they expected material wealth (which
many of them had already) but because they hoped
to store up treasure where rust and moth could not
corrupt. They were keenly aware of their sinfulness
and eager to undertake the hardships of the
Crusade as a penitential act of charity and love.

Europe is littered with thousands of medieval
charters attesting to these sentiments, charters in
which these men still speak to us today if we will
listen. Of course, they were not opposed to
capturing booty if it could be had. But the truth is
that the Crusades were notoriously bad for plunder.
A few people got rich, but the vast majority
returned with nothing.



