
––––– Sunday Masses –––––
Saturday 5:00pm (Vigil)

Sunday 8:30am & 10:30am

OLHC, Korobeit

1st & 3rd Saturday

17th Jan & 7th Feb 6:30pm (Vigil)

––––– Weekday Masses –––––
During school holidays, 

weekday Masses will be held at 9:30am.

Mon no Mass

Tue, Thu, Fri 9:30am

Wed 9:30am

Sat 9:30am

––––– Confession –––––
30 minutes prior to each Mass 

& during Holy Hour

––––– Devotions –––––
Mon 3:00pm Divine Mercy Chaplet

resuming Feb 2026

Tue 7:00pm Holy Hour

Fri 24 hours First Friday Adoration

Sun 10:00am Rosary (Chapel)

––––– Diary –––––

January 2026

Sun 11th Baptism Preparation Session

Mon 26th Australia Day Public Holiday

Tue 27th School Teachers’ Mass – 8:30am

Fri 30th Start of School Term 1 (all students)
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St. Bernard’s
Catholic Church

61 Lerderderg Street
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bacchusmarsh@cam.org.au

www.stbernardsbacchusmarsh.com.au

Our Lady 
Help of Christians
309 Myrniong-Korobeit Road

Korobeit  VIC  3341

––––– Our Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and human dignity of children, young people and adults. –––––

––––– The Baptism of the Lord –––––

From a sermon by Saint Gregory Nazianzen

Christ is bathed in light; let us also be bathed in light. Christ is baptized; let us

also go down with him, and rise with him.

John is baptizing when Jesus draws near. Perhaps he comes to sanctify his

baptizer; certainly he comes to bury sinful humanity in the waters. He comes

to sanctify the Jordan for our sake and in readiness for us; he who is spirit

and flesh comes to begin a new creation through the Spirit and water.

The Baptist protests; Jesus insists. Then John says: I ought to be baptized by

you. He is the lamp in the presence of the sun, the voice in the presence of

the Word, the friend in the presence of the Bridegroom, the greatest of all

born of woman in the presence of the firstborn of all creation, the one who

leapt in his mother’s womb in the presence of him who was adored in the

womb, the forerunner and future forerunner in the presence of him who has

already come and is to come again. I ought to be baptized by you: we should

also add, “and for you,” for John is to be baptized in blood, washed clean like

Peter, not only by the washing of his feet.

Jesus rises from the waters; the world rises with him. The heavens, like

Paradise with its flaming sword, closed by Adam for himself and his

descendants, are rent open. The Spirit comes to him as to an equal, bearing

witness to his Godhead. A voice bears witness to him from heaven, his place

of origin. The Spirit descends in bodily form like the dove that so long ago

announced the ending of the flood and so gives honour to the body that is

one with God.

Today let us do honour to Christ’s baptism and celebrate this feast in

holiness. Be cleansed entirely and continue to be cleansed. Nothing gives

such pleasure to God as the conversion and salvation of men, for whom his

every word and every revelation exist. He wants you to become a living force

for all mankind, lights shining in the world. You are to be radiant lights as you

stand beside Christ, the great light, bathed in the glory of him who is the light

of heaven. You are to enjoy more and more the pure and dazzling light of the

Trinity, as now you have received – though not in its fullness – a ray of its

splendour, proceeding from the one God, in Christ Jesus our Lord, to whom

be glory and power for ever and ever. Amen.
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–––– Donate –––––
To support our Parish, 

scan the QR code, 

or contact the Parish Office

to set up recurring contributions.

mailto:bacchusmarsh@cam.org.au
http://www.stbernardsbacchusmarsh.com.au/


Infant Baptism
Baptisms are held on the second & fourth

Saturdays of the month at 11:00am. 

Preparation sessions are facilitated on 

the second Sunday of the month at 

11:30am. Application forms can be 

downloaded from our website. 

Sacraments for Children
If your child does not attend a Catholic 

school but would like to receive the 

Sacraments of Reconciliation, 

First Holy Communion or Confirmation, 

application forms are available on our 

website.

Becoming Catholic
For adults wishing to receive the 

Sacraments of Baptism, Reconciliation, 

Eucharist or Confirmation, you can 

register your interest on our website or 

speak directly to Fr John Paul.

Children are to be supervised by a parent/guardian at all times.

––––– Safeguarding Officers –––––

Vicki Benson

Jennifer Costin

Ron Geurts Margaret Love

0437 247 779

Madeleine McManus

Peter Kennedy

Recently Deceased

Regina de Leur, 

Death Anniversaries

Kathleen Adair, Cynthia Camilleri, Lisa Closter, 

Jack Coburn, Raymond Hare, Imelda Pace, 

Vicki Riddell, Roy Ryder.

The Sick

Barry Anderson, Brendan Coburn, Kathleen Dally, 

Dean Elms, Robert Elms, Nola Franklin, 

Frances, Caleb Silas Ginger, Karen & Astrid 

Karenpaula, Hannah & Molly, Michael Johnston, 

John & Patricia Kelly, Michael Larkin, 

Vivian Malubay, Joanne Mumford, 

Chinenye Victoria Oriaku Nwalozie, 

Peter Roberts, Krystal Shea, Anthony Tabone, 

Carmel Welsh, and all those who need our prayers.

Let us Pray

Soul Food
Soul Food provides a free meal each Wednesday 

(excluding school holidays).  This community service is 

held in St Bernard’s Parish Centre and is a free event.  

All are welcome.  No need to book – just come along.

Bacchus Marsh

St Vincent de Paul Conference
We support people in need within our community by 

providing practical assistance such as food parcels, food 

vouchers, bill relief, clothing, furniture as well as offering 

person to person support.

Welfare assistance is available Monday - Friday, 

10:00am - 3:00pm on 1800 305 330.  

New members most welcome.

Contact Peter Kennedy on 0407 778 119.

The Neighbour’s Place
The Neighbour’s Place is a Christian not-for-profit 

organisation whose aim is to serve people of the 

Moorabool Shire who are disadvantaged, at risk, or 

temporarily unable to feed themselves or their family.  

They offer a No Interest Loans Scheme.

77 Main Street, Bacchus Marsh

(03) 5367 6222   office@neighboursplace.org.au

9:30am – 12:30pm, Monday, Wednesday & Friday.

Community

––––– Sacraments for Children 2026 –––––

Reconciliation

Reflection Evening – Thursday 15th October at 6:30pm

Family Commitment Mass – Saturday 17th October at 5:00pm

Preparation Day – Thursday 19th November, 9:30am-3:00pm

Celebration of Reconciliation – Thursday 26th November at 6:30pm

First Eucharist

Reflection Evening – Thursday 30th April at 6:30pm

Family Commitment Mass – Saturday 2nd May at 5:00pm

Retreat Day & Reconciliation – Thursday 11th June, 9:30am-3:00pm

Celebration of First Eucharist – Saturday 13th June, 9:30am & 11:30am

Confirmation

Reflection Evening – Thursday 26th February at 6:30pm

Family Commitment Mass – Saturday 28th February at 5:00pm

Retreat Day & Reconciliation – Thursday 14th May, 9:30am-3:00pm

Celebration of Confirmation – Tuesday 19th May, 5:00pm & 7:00pm

To obtain a list of all the preparation classes for the above Sacraments, please

contact the Parish Office.

––––– Funeral Prayers–––––

Funeral Prayer Service will be offered for the repose of the soul of Regina de Leur

––––– Parish Donations –––––

1st Collection: Presbytery – supports our Parish Priest 

and priests of the Archdiocese.

2nd Collection: Church – supports our Parish.

A ‘Tap & Go’ device for donating to the Church account is in the Gathering Space.

Direct transfers can also be made to the Church account:

Account Name: Archdiocese of Melbourne Catholic Development Fund

St Bernard’s Parish Bacchus Marsh

BSB:  083 347 Account No.:  651663131

Parish News

Sacramental Programmes
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Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you, we bless you,

we adore you, we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,

Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;

you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.

Amen

St. Bernard’s
Parish Centre

––––––––––––––––––––
The Parish Centre is available for hire 

and can be booked through our Hall 

Managers – Marie & Terry Casey.

All use must be authorised by the 

Parish Office.

Phone:  (03) 5367 3427

Mon - Fri, 9:00am - 6:00pm

––––– Ministers –––––

17th & 18th January

Mass Reader Holy Communion Piety Stall

5:00pm Sonia Smith Vicki Benson Marj Tung

8:30am Margaret Love Colm Carragher Dianne Shelly

10:30am Beatrice Younger Jenny Kearney

I believe in one God, 

the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, 

consubstantial with the Father; 

through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
[all bow during the next line] 

and by the Holy Spirit 

was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 

and became man.

For our sake he was crucified 

under Pontius Pilate, 

he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day 

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand 

of the Father. 

He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son 

is adored and glorified, who has 

spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic 

and apostolic Church. 

I confess one baptism 

for the forgiveness of sins 

and I look forward 

to the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come.

AMEN

Creed

––––– Items for the newsletter must be submitted by Wednesday midnight via email to parish office. –––––



Entrance Antiphon

After the Lord was baptized, the heavens were 

opened, and the Spirit descended upon him like a 

dove, and the voice of the Father thundered:

This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 

pleased.

First Reading   Isaiah 42

Thus says the Lord:

Here is my servant whom I uphold,

my chosen one in whom my soul delights.

I have endowed him with my spirit

that he may bring true justice to the nations.

He does not cry out or shout aloud,

or make his voice heard in the streets.

He does not break the crushed reed,

nor quench the wavering flame.

Faithfully he brings true justice;

he will neither waver, nor be crushed

until true justice is established on earth,

for the islands are awaiting his law.

I, the Lord, have called you to serve the cause of 

right; I have taken you by the hand and formed 

you; I have appointed you as covenant of the 

people and light of the nations, to open the eyes of 

the blind, to free captives from prison,

and those who live in darkness from the dungeon.

Responsorial Psalm   Psalms 29

R: The Lord will bless his people with peace.

O give the Lord, you sons of God,

give the Lord glory and power;

give the Lord the glory of his name.

Adore the Lord in his holy court.         Response

The Lord’s voice resounding on the waters,

the Lord on the immensity of waters;

the voice of the Lord, full of power,

the voice of the Lord, full of splendour. Response

The God of glory thunders.

In his temple they all cry: ‘Glory!’

The Lord sat enthroned over the flood;

the Lord sits as king for ever.                Response

The Baptism of the Lord

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

First Reading Isaiah 49:3, 5-6

Responsorial Psalm Psalms 40:2,4, 7-10

Second Reading 1 Cor 1:1-3

Gospel John 1:29-34

––––– NEXT SUNDAY –––––

Year A 11th January 2026

Second Reading   Acts 10: 34-38

Peter addressed Cornelius and his household: ‘The truth I 

have now come to realise’ he said ‘is that God does not 

have favourites, but that anybody of any nationality who 

fears God and does what is right is acceptable to him.

‘It is true, God sent his word to the people of Israel, and it 

was to them that the good news of peace was brought by 

Jesus Christ – but Jesus Christ is Lord of all men. You 

must have heard about the recent happenings in Judaea; 

about Jesus of Nazareth and how he began in Galilee, 

after John had been preaching baptism. God had 

anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and 

because God was with him, Jesus went about doing good 

and curing all who had fallen into the power of the devil.’

Gospel Acclamation   Mark 9:9

Alleluia, alleluia!
The heavens were opened and the Father’s voice was 

heard: this is my beloved Son, hear him.

Alleluia!

Gospel   Matthew 3:13-17

Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptised by 

John. John tried to dissuade him. ‘It is I who need baptism 

from you’ he said ‘and yet you come to me!’ But Jesus 

replied, ‘Leave it like this for the time being; it is fitting that 

we should, in this way, do all that righteousness 

demands.’ At this, John gave in to him.

As soon as Jesus was baptised he came up from the 

water, and suddenly the heavens opened and he saw the 

Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming down on 

him. And a voice spoke from heaven, ‘This is my Son, the 

Beloved; my favour rests on him.’

Communion Antiphon

Behold the One of whom John said:

I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God.


